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savages, could they prevent That with women —
which is still more harmful, more pernicious, more
fatal to our missions than That in brandy? I admit
that, if the 25 Permits could be restored in the
manner which you indicate, their restoration to the
exclusion of all the posts, of the Commandants, and
of the garrisons would be better for our missions;
but such a Restoration seems to us to be possible
only in theory — we cannot Believe that it can be
carried out in practice, for a multitude of reasons
which you can easily see, without its being necessary
to give them in detail. What young men can be sent
back into our missions, by restoring the 25 Permits,
but Those who will be considered most Competent
to turn them to advantage; who know the places,
the customs, and the language of the savages; who
are Acquainted with the persons; who have the most
experience, skill, and strength in Managing Canoes?
But are not These very young men the same who
are most engaged in Those two infamous Commerces,
in brandy and with women? Are not these young
men the same who have ruined our missions, and
who will complete their destruction if they be sent
back there? So much will have to be done to Correct
them that no one will take the trouble to do so.
They have alleged various necessities for Establish-
ing the Commerce with women, not Believing that
we could reasonably oppose Such necessities; and,
in fact, our opposition would not be just if they
required only Certain outward and public services
that can be rendered without any Fear of scandal,
or any proximate danger or occasion of sin. But It
is the very Bodies of the women that they desire;
That is what their brutal passion makes their first



